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Exercise I: 
Scientific news in the media

Do hungry people take bigger financial risks?
https://archive.nytimes.com/economix.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/06/29/do-hungry-
people-take-bigger-financial-risks/

Tasks (work in groups of 3-5)
• Find the original article (Symmonds et al., 2010; openly available online)
• Evaluate the methodology used in the study

• Participants: e.g., How large is the sample size? How were participants recruited? Who were they?
• Measure of risk taking: e.g., Do you find that the measure of risk taking used is adequate?
• Experimental manipulation of hunger: e.g., Is it adequate?

 Discuss how these methodological aspects might affect the generalizability of the results
 Does the media report reflect the study findings accurately?
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Effect of eating on risk aversion
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Exercise II: Small group discussion

A study showed that 7 percent of “Grade A” students smoke, while nearly 50 
percent of “Grade D” students do. 

(a) List six factors—rank ordered by plausibility—that you think affect the grades 
achieved by a student. Is smoking on your list?

(b) If smoking is not a likely cause of poor grades, what might be reasons that the 
results from the study were nevertheless obtained? 

(c) Assuming the findings of the study hold, would it be appropriate to expect that 
“Grade D” students who give up smoking will improve their grades? Why or why 
not?


